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been replenished. Hence the siege dragged on for two
years. During this time, the knights tried the way of
diplomacy with the Emperor Andronikos II, and offered to
rule the island under his suzerainty and even furnish his
army with three hundred of their number for war against
Muhammadans, if he would order the citizens of Rhodes to
give up the town. This was refused by the Emperor in
April 1308. The Knights were not prepared to abandon
the hope of victory and filled all gaps to prevent any pro-
visions filtering into the town. So when Andronikos dis-
patched a laden Genoese ship, the blockade was too stringent
and too alert and the vessel was ultimately blown by a
strong gale to Famagusta in Cyprus. There it was
seized by one Pierre le Jaune, a knight of that island,
and immediately taken by him to the besiegers. To save
his life, the commander, who was a native of Rhodes,
offered to mediate between his fellow-citizens and the
knights. The Rhodians, it was revealed, were ready to
surrender if their lives were spared and their property
respected. The knights agreed, and the city opened its
gates to them on 15 August.1
Whilst in Europe, Foulque de Villaret seems to have
secured the Pope's blessing for the enterprise against
Rhodes and he was farther authorized to nominate a Latin
archbishop for the island when it was conquered.2 On his
return to the East, he found tlie island in the hands of his
fellow-knights; and the Order finally transferred its resi-
dence from Limassol to the city of Rhodes which it soon
turned into one of the best-fortified strongholds in the
Levant. This acquisition seems to have impressed the
contemporary world so much that the whole of Europe
1 Baluze, Pit. Pap. Aven. (ed. Mollat), I, 68, 99, 'in festo assumptions
beate Marie Virginis'; Jourdain the Minorite, in Muratori, Antiquitates
Italicae, IV, 1031. These, however, place that date under the year 1310,
contrary to die authority of Amadi (Ghroniques, 254-9) who furnishes us with
the most valuable information on the whole campaign. It seems unlikely
that the siege of Rhodes ksted four years, and there is no special reason to
discount AmadTs statements which are our best source. Viliani (Lib. VIII,
Cap. 104), too, reports the fall of Rhodes in 1308. For further considera-
tions on the chronology of the campaign, see Delaville Le Roulx, op. cit.,
278-9.                                                         a Vertot, op. cit., II, 67.